Microcystic/reticular schwannoma of the pancreas: a potential diagnostic pitfall.
Schwannomas occurring in the pancreatic head are rare benign non-recurring mesenchymal neoplasms and are reported to show classic morphologic features. Herein we report a case of a 62 year old male presenting with a 5 cm mass in the pancreatic head encasing the portal vein and the truncus coeliacus. Preoperative fine needle aspiration revealed malignant tumour cells consistent with a moderately differentiated adenocarcinoma. A Whipple surgery was performed after palliative chemotherapy. Histological evaluation revealed a multinodular unencapsulated tumour with focal infiltration into pancreas parenchyma and a striking microcystic/reticular growth pattern. Anastomosing and intersecting strands of spindle cells with eosinophilic cytoplasm set in a myxoid partly collagenous stroma were observed. The tumour cell nuclei were round oval and tapered and showed inconspicuous small nucleoli. Degenerative nuclear atypia was seen. Mitotic activity was sparse (1/50 HPF). Pleomorphism or necrosis was absent. The tumour cells showed strong nuclear and cytoplasmic positivity for S-100 protein, and focal positivity for glial fibrillary acidic protein. The diagnosis of a microcystic/reticular schwannoma was made. The awareness of and, to some extent, the knowledge about this rare tumour are needed to achieve the correct diagnosis and to avoid confusion, especially with malignant pancreatic neoplasms.